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cases presented in the photos are ofadvanced stages ofparticular diseases and infections,
and thus serve to expose the student to conditions which they otherwise may not see in a
hospital setting where the ailments have been treated earlier.
The text is divided into eleven sections, with each section focusing on a particular
organ or system. The basic framework of each section is as follows: the section is intro-
duced with information regarding the pertinent history that is typical, the relevant physi-
cal findings, and the subsequent investigations and studies that are typically used to con-
firm thediagnosis ofa particular disorder. The sections then discuss the most common ail-
ments involving a particular system, followed by the more rare diseases. Each ailment is
given a basic introductory paragraph, a section (relatively long or short depending on the
disease or ailment) discussing symptoms, etiology, epidemiology and complications.
There is also a brief discussion of the pertinent treatment. The text is consistently sup-
ported with pictures and diagrams, many ofwhich help illustrate the etiology and signs of
the disease.
Although this book in not a substitute for a comprehensive clinical text, it offers a
very useful supplement to accompany such a text. For the medical student, particularly
those just beginning clinical medicine, this book could suffice in and of itself to provide
a thorough introduction to many clinical diseases and conditions with the accompanying
illustrations being an invaluable study tool.
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Elements ofMolecularNeurobiology, SecondEdition is one ofthe most readable and
comprehensive introductions to molecular neuroscience available. Recent advances in the
neurosciences, particularly in molecular neuroscience, in the six years since the first edi-
tion ofthis book was published, make this edition timely and useful. Large sections ofthe
texthave been rewritten to include current approaches, such as "gene-knockoutmice," and
recent advances such as ion channel research. New findings indevelopmental neurobiolo-
gy have been included an entirely new chapter on "Epigenetics ofthe brain." Several new
illustrations supplement, either schematically or pictorially, the already lucid descriptions
found in the text.
Aside from these revisions, the overall structure of the book remains the same as in
the first edition. After an introductory chapter on the nervous system, the next few chap-
ters clearly describe basic concepts in general molecular biology needed throughout the
remainder ofthe book. Appropriate references are made to the application ofthe molecu-
lar biology to the neurosciences, even in these early chapters, to help maintain the focus
of the book. In this way the book is a self-contained unit, serving as a very valuable tool
to the student wishing to learn neurobiology from the molecular perspective, without
being forced to refer to another text on molecular biology. Molecular biological or neuro-
biological "tidbits" are placed into boxes through the text, allowing the interested student
to read further. The book then goes on to discuss receptors, ion channels, the action poten-
tial and neurotransmitters in a very conceptual and easy-to-follow manner. The last chap-
ters integrate the material on an organismal level through discussion ofmemory and basic
neuropathology (in which I was impressed to find a section on prion diseases). In fact,
throughout the text, neurological correlates are provided which serve to "bring back
home" a major purpose ofstudying molecular neurobiology.364 Book Reviews
There is enough depth in the book to satisfy the introductory reader, but in the event
that more information is desired, a complete bibliography is provided in the back, which
is broken down by chapter and topic. In addition, useful appendices, a glossary, and an
organized index allow easy referencing. This book would be ideal for an undergraduate
student beginning to study neuroscience, the neuroscience student wanting a treatment of
molecular biology as applied to the nervous system or for the student with a firm ground-
ing in molecular biology, but who would like an introduction to molecular neurobiology.
The book's greatest value may be to this latter group. For those readers who are fairly
comfortable withmolecular biology, but who feel that the field ofneuroscience is whirling
by and would like a tether to help reel it in, this book provides a thorough yet accessible
introduction.
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Human Anatomy: Color Atlas and Text, Third Edition embraces the latest trend in
photographic anatomical atlases. The distinguishing feature ofthis book is thatthe authors
have provided a concise text to go along with their nice diagrams and photos. Thus, rather
than being only descriptive anddirectional, as the popular atlases ofNetter and Grant, this
atlas has some accompanying text with directdiscussion ofthe anatomy. In this sense, this
book would make an excellent addition to the medical or anatomy student's library of
anatomical books. It would be most useful in a situation where the student would like a
review ofcertain anatomy without having to search through detailed texts and atlases sep-
arately. The brief text should, one hopes, be enough to prompt recall ofknowledge previ-
ously learned. As an added bonus, clinical and exam skills pages are included in this edi-
tion to further enhance the book's value as a study resource.
Thus, in doing what it has done, this book serves a new niche in the study of anato-
my, but is by no means a replacement for a solid text, or for that matter, another atlas as
well. I would recommend this book as a third book, to complement a comprehensive text,
such as Moore, and a comprehensive atlas. Although one could argue that this book could
serve as the atlas, many of the dissections are not adequate as a complete atlas of anato-
my. For example, many areas are shown in cross section, which definitely help in under-
standing spatial relationships, but may not be sufficient for study prior to a dissection. In
order not to mislead, I will plainly state that this book is a very good atlas in its own right.
The photos are clear and are always accompanied by a detailed drawing ofthe very same
photo but with descriptive labeling and color-coding to help identify the actual structures.
That said, however, the dissections and diagrams, and particularly the perspectives used,
serve more as a great resource for home study rather than as an atlas for the dissecting
room. As with any book on the subject ofanatomy, each student willjust have to look and
decide for her or himself.
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